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The research interests of this thematic network are primarily Greek political parties and the formation of Greece’s Party System. Political Parties are permanent organizations which contest elections, usually because they seek to occupy the decisive positions of authority within the state. Unlike interest groups and NGO’s (non-governmental organizations) which seek merely to influence the government, parties aim to secure the levels of power. In Weber’s phrase, parties live ‘in a house of power’.
Therefore, our network research can be epitomized in the following manner: The first category refers to party organization. Special emphasis will be made concerning the ‘genetic’ account of the Greek party system. The second refers to the social base of parties. Since most modern parties emerge from outside the assembly to express group interests, they naturally acquire a specific social base which continues to influence their policies and outlook. Social base refers to the major sociopolitical cleavages in the development of the Modern Greek party system. The third category refers to party system change and democracy. This grouping refers to the broad perspective of the major changes that occurred in the Greek party system [a party system denotes the interaction between the significant political parties. In a democracy, parties respond to each other initiatives in competitive interplay] from the establishment of the Third Greek republic (1974-metapolitefsi) until today. This category deals with issues such as: parties as vote-maximizes, two party system structure, multiparty system, ideological reshuffling in a changing party system, the Europeanization of Greece’s Party System etc.

It is important to underline that the above categories are not at all static and the list will expand in the future as new issues emerge.

The general literature on parties is outstanding, especially for west Europe. Standard works include Lipset and Rokkan (1967) on the social base of parties, Sartori (1976) on catch-all parties and Bartoli and Mair (1990) on the stabilization of European electorates. Von Beyme (1985) is a fund of information particularly on party ideologies. Two useful comparative collections both influenced by Panebianco (1988), are Lawson (1994) and Katz and Mair (1994). For a critique of Down’s ‘rational choice’ approach, see Mavrogordatos (1987). Lewis (2000) and Kitschelt et al (1999) cover post-communist parties; Brooker (2000) offers a clear survey of parties in non-democratic regimes, both authoritarian and totalitarian.
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Useful Links
GREEK POLITICAL PARTIES ON THE WEB

http://www.nd.gr 
http://www.pasok.gr 
http://www.kke.gr 
http://www.syn.gr 
GREEK INDEPENDENT REGULATORY AUTHORITIES
http://www.synigoros.gr  [The Greek Ombudsman]

http://www.eett.gr  [National Telecommunications and Post Commission]

http://www.dpa.gr  [Hellenic Data Protection Authority]

http://www.rae.gr  [Regulatory Authority for Energy]

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND E-GOVERNMENT
http://www.govtalk.gov.uk/  [UK Government’s Consultation, discussions, and information on policies and standards for e-government]

http://www.unpan.org  [United Nations Online Network in Public Administration and Finance]

http://www.villes-internet.net  [Villes Internet: Network of cities in France which promote the use of the Internet for their citizens’ benefit]
http://www.visakhapatnammunicipalcorporation.org/  [Visakhapatnam municipal corporation]

INFORMATION SOCIETY

http://europa.eu.int/information_society  [The European Commission Information Society site]

http://www.europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/s21012.htm  [Legal framework and other European data on the Information Society]

http://www.pewinternet.org  [The Pew Internet & American Life Project]

http://www.digitaldividenetwork.org  [Τhe Digital Divide Network]

www.itu.int/wsis  [The World Summit on the Information Society (Geneva 2003, Tunis 2005)]

http://www.fipr.org/  [The Foundation for Information Policy Research]

CIVIL SOCIETY AND RIGHTS IN THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

http://www.privacyinternational.org/  [Privacy International (PI), a human rights group formed as a watchdog on surveillance by governments and corporations]

http://www.statewatch.org/  [Statewatch - monitoring the state and civil liberties in the European Union]

http://www.lafil.org  [Federation Informatique et Libertés – is a network of associations, NGOs and individuals advocating privacy and freedom of expression]

http://ukcdr.org/  [The Campaign for Digital Rights campaigns for fair and balanced laws for the information society]

http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/lessig/  [Home page of Lawrence Lessig, Professor of Law at Stanford Law School and chair of the Creative Commons project]

http://www.gilc.org/  [The Global Internet Liberty Campaign]
E-DEMOCRACY

www.publicus.net  [Steven Clift’s site, public speaker, researcher, and online strategist focused on e-democracy]

www.e-democracy.org  [Minnesota e-democracy]

http://www.hansard-society.org.uk/eDemocracy.htm  [The E-Democracy program of the Hansard Society an independent educational charity aiming to promote effective parliamentary democracy in the UK]

http://www.democracyforum.org.uk/  [The Democracy Forum, an online public space provided by the Hansard Society for the debate of issues concerning parliamentary democracy in the UK]

http://www.teledemocracy.org  [The International Teledemocracy Centre aims to develop and apply advanced information and communication technology to enhance and support the democratic decision-making process]

http://deliberative-democracy.net  [Τhe Deliberative Democracy Consortium]

http://www.edemocracy.gov.uk/  [Site created to support the UK Government's consultation on e-democracy]

http://www.politik-digital.de/e-demokratie  [German perspective and analysis]

http://www.cprn.com/cprn.html  [The Canadian Policy Research Networks – whose mission is to create knowledge and lead public debate on social and economic issues important to the well-being of Canadians]

http://www.business.rmit.edu.au/kgeiselhart/e-_democracy_resources_.htm  [Exhaustive list of E-Democracy sites maintained by Dr Karin Geiselhart of RMIT University]
HUMAN RIGHTS

http://www.newtactics.org  [The New Tactics in Human Rights project, promotes tactical innovation and strategic thinking within the international human rights community]

http://dfn.org  [The Digital Freedom Network (DFN) promotes human rights education and activism around the world, primarily through the use of Internet technology]

http://www.hrconnection.org/  [Human Rights Connection (HRC), a web-based resource center in which local human rights activists can share training materials and best practices]
GLOBALIZATION AND CIVIL SOCIETY

http://www.portoalegre2003.org/publique/  [The World Social Forum of Porto Alegre]

http://www.indymedia.org  [Indymedia is a collective of independent media organizations and hundreds of journalists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage]

http://www.oneworld.net  [OneWorld aims to be the online media gateway that most effectively informs a global audience about human rights and sustainable development]

THINK TANKS AND RESEARCH CENTRES

http://www.ekfrasi.gr  [Evropaiki Ekfrasi (European Expression)]

http://www.eliamep.gr  [The Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy]

http://www.demos.co.uk  [DEMOS – An independent think-tank aiming s to create an open resource of knowledge and learning that operates beyond traditional parties, identities and disciplines]

http://www.civsoc.com  [Site maintained by Prof. Tom Bridges of Montclair University, USA, devoted to the philosophical examination of the nature of civil society and civic culture in general]

http://www.europe2020.org  [Europe 2020: Think-tank for the Generations born since the Rome Treaty]

“ACTION” TANKS

http://www.cityyear.org  [An Action Tank for national service, City Year seeks to demonstrate, improve and promote the concept of national service as a means for building a stronger democracy]

