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Greek Politics Specialist Group

Convenor's Report

Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to the 18" Newsletter of the Greek Politics Specialist Group (GPSG).
The GPSG is delighted to invite you to a major international roundtable on Public Policy in

Southern Europe that will take place on 1 April 2010 in Edinburgh, during the 60"
anniversary annual conference of the Political Studies Association.

ST Political Studies

_g' Association
60 years of political studies

The GPSG also invites ideas and proposals for the ECPR’s 2011 General Conference,
scheduled to take place at the University of Iceland in Reykjavik. More details are included
below, along with a range of Calls for Papers and conference announcements.

We are pleased to announce that our latest Annual Report has been approved by the PSA,
along with our Budget for 2010. This will allow us to further develop and continue our activities.
Our draft Action Plan for 2010 is presented below. In this edition of the newsletter you can also
find details of the latest papers to be published on our online Working Paper Series, as well
as featured publications and articles. In the next couple of weeks we will be circulating our new
draft constitution for members’ feedback and approval. Please note that only Full Members
who have an active membership will be able to take part in the consultation process. If you are
unsure of whether your GPSG membership has expired please contact us.

As always, your contributions, ideas and comments are always welcome and crucial to the
development of our work. The GPSG is only as good as its members’ input and there are
many ways in which you can contribute, such as submitting a short article for our website,
bringing us in touch with potential sponsors and taking part in our competitions and events. Last
but certainly not least, if you haven't already done so, please remember to complete the online
membership form, which helps us stay in touch. By joining us as a Full Member you also

get a range of benefits, such as priority access to our events, eligibility for funding support and
inclusion to the forthcoming media ‘Experts’ service.

The Greek Politics Specialist Convenor: GPSG Postal Address
Group (GPSG) of the UK’s
Political Studies Association (PSA) Roman Gerodimos W338, Weymouth House,
was founded in 2004. rgerodimos@bournemouth.ac.uk The Media School,
Bournemouth University,

It is one of the largest and most Secretary: Poole BH12 5BB, UK
active groups of the PSA and a
leading, international network of Andrew Liaropoulos Media Enquiries
scholars and researchers of Greek andrewliaropoulos@gmail.com
society, government and politics. +44 (0) 20305 18440

2

www.gpsg.org.uk



The
Greek Politics Specialist Group

invites you to the
International Roundtable

‘Public Policy in Southern Europe’

9am, 1 April 2010
Charlotte Suite, The Dome, Edinburgh

60" Annual Conference of the
Political Studies Association (PSA)

The Greek Politics Specialist Group is convening an international roundtable featuring
world-leading academics during the 60th annual conference of the Political Studies
Association. The roundtable will focus on public policy reforms and challenges in
Southern Europe and aims to offer a stimulating, interactive and constructive
comparison on practices and problems.

Roundtable convenors

Dr Stella Ladi (Panteion University, Athens)

Dr Dimitris Tsarouhas (Bilkent University, Ankara)
Panel

Prof. Jacint Jordana, Universitat Pompeu Fabra and Institut Barcelona d' Estudis
Internacionals

Prof. José Magone, Berlin School of Economics and Law
Prof. Leonardo Morlino, President of IPSA and Instituto Italiano di Scienze Umane

Prof. Claudio Radaelli, Jean Monnet Chair of European Public Policy, University of
Exeter

Prof. Dimitri Sotiropoulos, University of Athens and Oxford University
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Aim

This roundtable discussion aims to bring together scholars from South European
countries (Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal) to discuss common problems and challenges in
policy-making and implementation of state policies.

The economic crisis and the severe financial difficulties that the South of Europe is
facing, once more, puts under question the success of their public policy models. South
European countries have a lot in common such as authoritarian past and/or a turbulent
history but they also have a lot of differences in their organization, institutions and
political culture. For, example Spain and ltaly have strong regional governments while
Greece is a centralist state. All countries are members of the European Union (EU) but
they have entered the Union at different times. When compared, the picture that they
present is not uniform and differences can be observed.

The goal of the roundtable is to move the discussion forward and to compare similarities
and differences between the countries. It aims to avoid the exceptionalism argument that
has been widely used in single-country case-studies and to open the debate to common
characteristics, problems and solutions. It also aims to explore the usefulness of
mainstream public policy theories for the formulation of research hypotheses for the
situation in South Europe. The roundtable is envisioned as an open discussion where the
participants will present short papers and then they will engage to a debate between
themselves but also with the audience.

Registration can be completed online
via the PSA's conference website:

http://www.psa.ac.uk/2010/reqistration.htmi

More information about the GPSG's other panels
at the 60th PSA conference can be found here:

http:/www.gpsdg.org.uk/edinburgh2010.html

Join the event on Facebook:

[ GPSG International Roundtable: Public Policy in Southern Europe

Fr—
SPECIALIST ‘

GREEK
POLITICS

GROUP

Type: Meetings - Convention

Dake; Thursday, 01 April 2010

Time: 0900 - 1100 Invite people to come

Lacation: The Dorme: Charlotte Room, Hotel The George, Edinburgh, UK AT T e
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GPSG Invites Paper Proposals for the
ECPR General Conference 2011
University of Iceland, Reykjavik

european consortium for political research

The 6th ECPR General Conference will be held at the University of Iceland in 2011. The main
academic forum will be organised in the format of sections and panels, with each Section Chair
organising a variety of panels in a given field. The programme is intended to be very broad and
will be coordinated by the Academic Convenors, Niilo Kauppi (Institut d'études politiques de
Strasbourg) and Jonas Tallberg (Stockholm University).

The conference’s Academic Convenors warmly welcome proposals in any areas of political
science of interest to ECPR members. Section Chairs may propose a minimum of 3 and a
maximum of 8 panels. The ECPR’s deadline for all proposals is 15 April 2010

The Greek Politics Specialist Group is considering submitting a panel proposal for
the ECPR 2011 Conference.

We welcome paper proposals and panel ideas on all aspects of Greek politics,
policy and government. Proposals with a comparative element are particularly
welcome.

Internal GPSG deadline for proposals: 31 March 2010

Please email your proposals to rgerodimos@gmail.com

Further guidance on ECPR panel proposals:

http://www.ecprnet.eu//conferences/general conference/Reykjavik/documents/Section C
hair_Guidelines _and Deadlines.pdf

* Title of the proposed Section

* Name of Section Chair

* Institution of Section Chair

* Email of Section Chair

* Name of Co-chair (if applicable)

* Institution of Co-Chair (if applicable)

* Email of Co-Chair (if applicable)

* Abstract of Section (up to 300 words)

* 3 keywords

* An indication of how many panels it will have
(minimum of 3 and maximum of 8)

* List of possible panel titles (if known at this stage)
* List of possible panel chairs (if known at this stage)
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Latest Additions to our GPSG Working Paper Series

WP03, November 2009

Eleni Ganiti: The Military Dictatorship of April 1967 in Greece and its
repercussion on the Greek visual arts scene
http://www.gpsg.org.uk/docs/GPSG Working Paper 03.pdf

GPSG Working Paper #03

The Military Dictatorship of April 1967 in Greece G| &
and its repercussion on the Greek visual arts scene

Eleni Ganiti

PhD Candidate in Art History, G

School of History and Archaeology, Facuity of Philosophy,
Aristotle Univer sity of Thessaloniki

WPO04, January 2010

Manto Lampropoulou: Public utilities reform in Greece: Privatization, market
liberalization and implications for citizens as consumers
http://www.gpsg.org.uk/docs/GPSG Working Paper 04.pdf

GPSG Working Paper #04

Public Utilities Beform in Greece:
Privatization, Market Liberalization and Implications G
for Citizens as Consumers”

Manto Lampropoulou
PhD student, School of Law, Economics & Political Sciences
Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration,
University of Athens

Coming Up in April 2010

Working Paper 05

Angelos Gkanoutas-Leventis

Greece and the EMU: the Realignment of an Evolving Public Opinion
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Action Plan 2010

GPSG DRAFT ACTION PLAN 2010

[as agreed at the Winter meeting of the GPSG Committee - to be formally agreed at the 2010

AGM]

No Action Description

1 Develop Working Paper series

2 Launch 2" annual prize competition for the Graduate Student Conference of
Princeton University’s Hellenic Program, May 2010
Develop the edited volume of the proceedings from the 2009 International

3 Conference on “Images of Nations: Strategic Communication, Soft Power and the
Media”, organised under the auspices of the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs

4 Draft new constitution and launch consultation/approval process (Full Members
only)

5 Implement organisational/structural changes including committee membership and
appointment of executive positions

6 Launch competition for GPSG-sponsored small research project (fieldwork)

7 Convene panels and roundtable at the 60" annual conference of the PSA
(Edinburgh) and prepare proposals for the 61 annual conference (2011).

8 Establish ties with affiliate organisations and develop ties with existing collaborators

9 Introduce “Media Experts” service [Full Members only]

10 Consider the strategic role of the Thematic Networks
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Featured Publications

lwavvng A. KwvotavromouAog
Oikovopia kol KataokoTreia
Oeswpia kai Mpagn

ISPANNHI
KENZTANTOMNOYAQZ
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ISBN 978-960-7803-52-8

0l fnrnononein [ —
HE[”[I”I l”” "PHEH To BipAio «Oikovopia kal Kataokotreia. Oewpia

kar pdagn» Tou lwavvn KwvoTavtotrouAou,
S aTToTEAEl M1 TTOAUTIMN  CUVEICQOPA  OTh
; BIBAIoypagia Twv AiBviyv Ixéoewv. To épyo
auTé €ival To TTPWTO O0TNV EAANVIKA BIBAIoypagia
Kal éva amd Ta Aiya otn diebvry BiBAloypaegia,
TTOU KATATTIAVOVTAI JE TO {ATAMA TG OIKOVOUIKAG
KATOOKOTTEIOG. ZKOTTOG Tou PIBAiou eival va
. eKTIUNBGei n  onuacia  TNG  OIKOVOMIKNAG
e KaTaokotreiog  w¢  péoo  doknong TG
SIMmAWaATIag. O ouyypagéag ETTIXEIPET
OUCIOOTIKA HIa OAIOTIKY) TTPOCEYYION TOU QAIVOUEVOU TNG OIKOVOUIKAG KATOOKOTTEIOG, ¢eTAlOVTAG
METAEU GAAwv ¢nTApata O1EBvoug TTOAITIKNAG OIKOVOMiag, Tov pOAo Tng TeXvoAoyiag oTtnv
OIKOVOWUIKA aVATITUEN KaI TN ONPOCIA TwV OIKOVOUIKAG QUOEWS TTANPOPOPIWY TTOU ATTOKTWVTAI JE
KOTOOKOTTEUTIKEG EVEPYEIEG.

To ¢ATNUA TNG KOTAOKOTTEIAG DIEPEUVATAI TTOAUTTAEUPO YE TN XPNON IOTOPIKWY TTAPAEIYUATWY,
KAl JE TNV avaAuon TwV dIA0TACEWY TNG JAKPOOIKOVOMIKAG KOl HIKPOOIKOVOUIKIG KATOOKOTTEIQG,
OAAG Kal TNG OIKOVOUIKN AVTIKATOOKOTTEIOG. OI ICTOPIKES TTEPITITWOEIG TTOU AVOAUEI O OUYYPAPEQG
KaAUTITOUV, TOG0 Tn TTEPiIodo Tou WuyxpoU MoAéuou 600 Kal TN HMETAWUXPOTTOAEUIKA £TTOXN, Kal
givar autég Twv H.M.A., TG TTpwnv ZoBIeTIKAC 'Evwong kai TG Pwaoiag, Tng MNaAAiag kai Tng
Kivag. H onuacia autwy Twv TTEPITITWOEWYV OPEIAETAI 0TO yeyovog OTI eTTnPeACouV Tn dOWN TOU
01eBvoUC¢ OUOTAUATOG KAl KAT ETTEKTACN TNV CUPTTEPIPOPA TwV Kpatwy. O TTEPITTTWOIOAOYIKES
QUTEC PEAETEC aTToTEAOUV €€IPETIKG TTapadeiypaTta AoKNoNG OIKOVOUIKAG KATOOKOTTEIOG, TOOO0
METOEU GUPUAXWYV, 600 Kal HETAEU avTaywVIOTWV.

O I. KwvoTtavtOtmmouAog cupTtrepaivel OTI N OIKOVOUIKN) KATOOKOTTEIQ €ival Pia ouvrBn KPaATikA
OpacTNEIOTATA, N OTTOIa €VIOXUEl TNV OIKOVOMIKA OIMTAWUATIA, TOOO HYE APECO TPOTTO PEOW TNG
HOKPOOIKOVOWMIKNG KATAOKOTTEIOG, 000 KAl PJE EUUECO, PHEOW TNG MIKPOOIKOVOUIKAG KATOOKOTTEIOG.
O peyaAuTepog O0TOXOG TNG OIKOVOMIKNAG KataokoTreiag ival ol H.IM.A, kabwg 1600 gUuPaxol TnG
OTTwg n NaAAia kal n lammwvia, 600 Kal aviaywvioTéG Tng, 0TTwg N Kiva kal n Pwoia aokouv
OIKOVOWIKA KATOOKOTTEIQ TTPOKEIMEVOU va dIATNPACOUV 1) va eviIoXUoOouV Tn B€0n Toug oTn d1EBv
TTONITIKA OKNVr).

H agia Tou ouykekpigévou €pyou EYKEITAI CUVETTWG, OXI MOVO OTNV TTPWTOTUTTIO TOU B€uaTog,
OAAG KOl OTAV TEKPNPIWKEVN ETTIXEIPNUATOAOYIO TOU Ouyypo@éa KaBWG Kal oTn PeBodoAoyIKN
TTPoc€yyion TTou UloBEéTel. To BIBAI0 autd atroTeAei OxI pévo €pyo ava@opdg yia Tov oUyxXpovo
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EPEUVNTA TOU QAIVOPEVOU TNG OIKOVOUIKAG KOTAOKOTTEIAG, OAAd TautOxpova €va eEQIPETIKO
Tapddelyua yia TNV JeBodoAoyYIK TTPOCEYYION TNG KATAOKOTTEIOG UTTO TO TTpioua Twv AlEBvwv
ZXECEWV. ZUPUEPICOPOOTE TNV EUXA TOU CUYYPOQPED KOl EUXOUAOTE TO TTAPOV £pY0 va evBappuUvel
TNV €AANVIKA akadnuaikf KoivotnTa va aoxXoAnBei evOEAEXWG PE EPWTAMATA TTOU GPOPOUV TNV
Opdon TWV UTTNPECIWY TTANPOYOPIWY Kal Tr d1EBV ao@AaAtia.

Ap. Avdpéag NiapdtTouAog

Web Bookmarks

Petition:

Save the Department of Byzantine and Modern Greek
Studies at King's

More than 8,000 academics, researchers, students and citizens have already signed

this online petition expressing concern over the projected dismemberment of the only
combined programme in Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies in the UK

ING'S

http://www.petitiononline.com/sdbmgs10/petition.html Co fi’ﬁg’f
LONDON

CAucAsIAN REVIEW OF

c R I A INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

http://cria-online.org/10 4.html

RUSSIA®S NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY TO 2020:
A GREAT POWER IN THE MAKING?

Sophia Dimitl'akupuuluu* & Dr. Andrew Lial'upnulus#

Abstract

The publication of Russia's National Security Strategy in May 2009 provoked a discussion
regarding the security challenges that Moscow is facing. This article reviews, firstly, the
securify context that defined the Putin era and then relates the analysis of the latest national
security strategy to the broader dilemmas that Russia will encounter in the next decads. The
purpose is to idenfify the priovifies and threar perceptions that ave outlined in the larest
national security sivategy and to question whether Russia will become a grear power in the
near fuure.

Keywords: Russian security policy, Russian foreign policy, Natonal Security Strategy fo
2020, grear power, national interests, threat perceptions
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Democratic Governments in a Power Vacuum

by Roman Gerodimos™

The executive power of national governments has been limited
dramatically during the last thirty years... The opposite of powerful and
accountable democratic institutions is not some kind of “invisible
democracy of the markets”, but the cruel and arbitrary domination of
the powerful over the weak.

The continued pressure facing the Euro as well as the weak economies of Southern
Europe is both an expression and a symptom of the political weakness of the European
Union. The lack of central EU policy-making and policy-implementation mechanisms allows
the markets to do what they are best at, i.e. make money for themselves.

This incident is only the latest in a series of crises and failed attempts to co-ordinate
governments at the international level. Both the G20 London Summit on the global
economic crisis (April 2009), and the UN’s Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change
(December 2009) failed to produce specific commitments and tangible measures.

Huge global challenges are emerging, while a lack of political leadership and divisions
between developed and developing countries are also discernible. However, the most
fundamental root cause of these patterns may be an emerging power vacuum at the heart
of liberal democracies — the political weakness of the (democratically elected) leaders and
governments to implement solutions that we all know are necessary.

It is interesting that, despite the Democrats’ increased majority in both the Senate and the
House of Representatives, President Obama has so far failed to receive a complete bill on
healthcare reform; let alone to push a bill on climate change or impose any substantial
restrictions to banks and financial markets (in spite of the huge bail-out packages). The loss
of the 60" (Massachusetts) seat in the Senate puts Obama’s entire legislative agenda at
risk and dampens hopes for quick and effective progress in a range of crucial issues.

The same could be argued for several other European governments facing a crisis of
effectiveness, survival or popularity (e.g. France, Spain, Britain, Germany etc). Despite the
cultural and political differences, a common pattern has emerged across the US and
Europe: the newly elected government starts with a strong popular mandate for change and
the will to make substantial reforms. After a period of six months or one year — and after
both the government’s symbolic initiatives and the electorate’s enthusiasm have subsided —
the governing party progressively loses its power leading to a crisis of legitimacy, having
also failed to visibly change citizens’ “everyday life”. Sadly, this failures does not only affect
individual political parties but the political system as a whole, including the standing of
democratic processes and institutions.
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One fairly simplistic explanation for this phenomenon might attribute this generalised
frustration with politics to the lack of capable individuals, i.e. strong leaders who are not
afraid of sacrificing their personal political capital in order to serve the common good.
Another factor may be the mismanagement of society’s expectations, which often demands
drastic change within the “first hundred days”, six months or two years without being willing
to make the necessary sacrifices in a context of media “presentism”.

However, there is also a third parameter: the executive power of national governments,
including the role of the state in the management of the economy, has been limited
dramatically during the last thirty years. At the same time, the economic, environmental and
social challenges are becoming ever more complex, pressing and in need of better co-
ordination. The deregulation of markets, the privatisation of strategic development sectors,
the emergence of systemic or external obstacles (e.g. globalisation of power networks,
media segmentation etc) have stripped governments of key power tools. These
developments did not happen randomly. They were the result of conscious and ideological
choices. They were founded on a populist rhetoric, which suggests that “the government (or
the state) is the problem”, thus de-legitimising the role of democratic institutions.

Yet, those who systematically took key policy tools out of the public sphere forgot to
mention that the opposite of powerful and accountable democratic institutions is not some
kind of “invisible democracy of the markets, but the cruel and arbitrary domination of the
powerful over the weak. The same applies to those who thought that the rejection of any
reasonable attempt of reform would lead to a glorious revolution or anarchy. If the right-
wing model of Thatcher and Reagan bears the bulk of responsibility for the weakening of
democratic governance, then the blanket rejection of every meaningful reform proposal by
the self-proclaimed guardians of the people does nothing more than maintaining the
present crisis and social inequality.

* % %

Roman Gerodimos is a lecturer at Bournemouth University and founder of the Greek
Politics Specialist Group.

This article was originally published in the Greek newspaper To Vima on 10 February 2010.

Email: rgerodimos@agmail.com

Have you renewed your annual membership?

Join us or renew your renew your membership at http://www.gpsg.org.uk/join.php

ii' Political Studies

GREEK .
PayPal,
POLITICS | SPECIALIST ™ e

GROUP
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Conferences, Events & Opportunities

South East European Research Centre (SEERC)

Doctoral Student Conference 2010
4 oCTORAL ST‘.'_;D e

Deadline for Abstracts: 15 March 2010 Q@"‘“ S

S o,
The South East European Research Centre (SEERC) is g, %é.
an international, multidisciplinary, not-for-profit research & 2
centre based in Thessaloniki, Greece. It was established F

jointly by the University of Sheffield (UK) and CITY z

College (Greece) in March 2003. In February 2010, CITY 2

College became the International Faculty of the University ©

of Sheffield.

http://www.city.academic.gr/

Below is a call for papers for the SEERC Doctoral student d O O
conference. S C2 ]_

http://www.seerc.orqg/dsc2010

Building on the success of the four previous Doctoral conferences which each attracted over 100
papers from countries all over the SE European region and beyond (UK, France, Germany,
Holland, Slovenia, Hungary, Poland and as far as Ukraine), we are pleased to announce the
organisation of the 5th SEERC Doctoral conference on 13-14 September 2010, in
Thessaloniki, Greece.

The aim of the conference is to further facilitate the exchange of knowledge between young
researchers and to consolidate the established network of scholars currently undertaking
research in and around the topic of South East Europe. Having identified academic isolation as a
problem that many doctoral students face today, SEERC aims to bring researchers together with
the purpose of establishing collaborative links between disciplines, for testing the ground with
innovative ideas and for engaging the wider academic community.

The Conference is open to young researchers currently undertaking doctoral study, or in the
early years of their research career (up to 2 years following the award of their PhD degree). It
has an inter-disciplinary focus and the themes and topics reflect the organisation of research by
tracks of interest within SEERC. More information on the topic areas covered by the conference
can be found on the URL links below.

The following topics are encouraged, but are not exclusive:

Research Track 1 Enterprise, Innovation & Development
URL: http://www.seerc.org/dsc2010/rt1.html  Contact: RT1@seerc.org

Research Track 2 ICT and the World of Services
URL: http://www.seerc.org/dsc2010/rt2.html Contact: RT2@seerc.org

Research Track 3 Democratic Governance, Education and Society
URL: http://www.seerc.org/dsc2010/rt3.html  Contact: RT3@seerc.org
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Research Track 4 Psychology: Risk, Cognition and Well-being
URL: http://www.seerc.org/dsc2010/rt4.html  Contact: RT4@seerc.org

Important Deadlines:

Abstract submission (500 words): 15th March 2010

Full paper submission (3,000 words): 15th April 2010 (*RT2 only)

Notification of acceptance: 25th May 2010

Submission of FULL - camera ready paper: 15th June 2010

Publication of Conference Programme: 30th June 2010

Fee: €50 including attendance, coffee and lunch, paper copy of the proceedings

For further inquires, please contact the SEERC organisers.
Aki Tsuchiya, Faculty of Social Sciences Assistant Director for Research and Innovation (PGR)
Information related to this message is available at http://www.seerc.org/dsc2010.

Call for Papers
Second International Conference on Science in Society

Deadline for Current Round: 11 March 2010

SCIENCE IN'SOCIETY

11- 13 NOVEMBER 2010
Carlos Il University of Madrid; Spain

Carlos Il University

Madrid, Spain

11-13 November 2010
www.ScienceinSocietyConference.com

This conference addresses the social impacts, values, pedagogies, politics and economics of
science. It is an inclusive forum that welcomes a breadth of perspectives on science from
practitioners, teachers and researchers representing a wide range of academic disciplines.

The Science in Society Conference is held annually in different locations around the world. The
Conference was inaugurated in 2009 at Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK. We are pleased
to hold this year's conference at Carlos Il University in Madrid, Spain.

In addition to Plenary Presentations from leading speakers in the field, the Science in Society
Conference includes parallel presentations by practitioners, teachers and researchers. We invite
you to respond to the conference Call-for-Papers. Presenters submit their written papers for
publication in the peer refereed "International Journal of Science in Society". If you are unable to
attend the conference in person, virtual registrations are also available which allow you to submit
a paper for refereeing and possible publication in the journal as well as the option of uploading a
video presentation to our YouTube channel.

The deadline for the next round in the call for papers (a title and short abstract) is 11 March
2010. Future deadlines will be announced on the conference website after this date. Proposals
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are reviewed within two weeks of submission. Full details of the conference, including an online
proposal submission form, may be found at the conference website:
www.ScienceinSocietyConference.com

In 2011 the conference will be held in Washington D.C. at American Catholic University, 5-7
August.

Prof. Karim Gherab Martin, Harvard University, Cambridge, USA and Bibliotecas Digitales,
Madrid Spain

Prof. Carlos Elias, Carlos Il University, Madrid, Spain

Call for Papers
First International Conference in Political Economy:
“Beyond the Crisis”

Deadline for Proposals: 31 March 2010

10-12 September 2010
Rethymno, Crete, Greece

The global economic crisis has now entered what is arguably its third phase. Following the acute
financial crisis of September 2008 and the ensuing economic depression, we are now
experiencing the debt crisis stage where whole nations face the threat of bankruptcy (with
Greece currently at the forefront following the troubles of Iceland, Ireland and Dubai among
other countries) and the EU project facing its toughest challenge yet. At the same time, neo-
liberalism is losing (or has already lost) much of its confidence, with Keynes, Minsky and Marx
gaining currency, and Richard Posner, leading Chicago proponent of the economics of law,
telling the world "how he became a Keynesian". So where is the global economy going following
the crisis, and what are the reactions to the crisis both intellectual and in material developments?
And, chiefly, what are the alternatives opening up before us?

These are the main questions that the First International Conference in Political Economy
co-organised by the International Initiative for Promoting Political

Economy (www.iippe.org) and the Greek Scientific Association of Political Economy will
address, following the three previous highly successful IIPPE annual international workshops in
Crete, Naples and Ankara. It is to be held at the University of Crete in

Rethymno, Crete,Greece, between 10-12 of September 2010. The Conference will be open for
interventions across all areas of political economy even though the crisis and its aftermath are its
focus. The indications so far point to a successful, fruitful and oversubscribed event. Tony
Lawson, Gerald Epstein and Jayati Ghosh have already accepted our invitations to serve as
keynote participants. Participation of IIPPE Working Groups will be prominent.

Reminder: The deadline for submission of both abstracts of papers and proposals for
panels is the 31st of March (submissions should be sent to iippe@soas.ac.uk). Early
submissions, even if only provisional, are essential both to avoid disappointment and to help in
the appropriate allocation of papers to designated panels and streams that will themselves be
strengthened through solicited contributions and the plenaries.

14
www.gpsg.org.uk



Call for Papers

Party Politics: Still Relevant?

Political, Social and International Studies Postgraduate Research
Conference

Deadline for Abstracts: 17 March 2010 [I} gg&’eﬁ_‘g{f

University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK
Thursday 10 - Friday 11 June 2010

Debates about the health and relevance of political parties abound. The trend towards much
lower levels of public participation in party politics is highlighted by falling party membership, and
declining electoral turnout. Do these trends necessarily mean that people are becoming less
'political'? How central are political parties to political participation, and how we look to improve
our lives?

What role do 'new' actors such as single issue, lobby and other third sector groups play? Do new
technologies such as the Internet exacerbate or mitigate these trends? And what does this mean
for democracy and power? Is this a positive move 'beyond party politics' and 'beyond ideology’,

or an obfuscation of necessary antagonisms that should inform the genuinely political questions?

Conference Themes and Issues

Some questions that this conference seeks to address, include, but are not limited to:

* Why has public participation in party politics fallen?

* How do 'old actors' (such as political elites, trade unions, professional groups, religions) act in
new ways?

* What role and function do new political actors play?

* Do media concepts and terms still shape political debate and structures?

* What role for Britain in the new European structures post the Lisbon Treaty?

* Does the emergence of Respect and the British National Party mark a new development in
identity politics in Britain?

* How well has the United Kingdom reacted to the greatest economic challenge for a
generation?

* Is it the case that the liberal democratic model that characterised 'the end of history' is under
pressure, or is it merely a restructuring of how citizens involve themselves in the political
process?

* How has an emerging British Islam been treated by the UK's existing party political and state
structures?

* Is our work and role as postgraduate researchers in anyway affected by a change in who holds
the keys to Number 107?

The conference is open to all post-graduate researchers. While this is an election year in the UK,
the conference will not focus exclusively on UK-related questions. The organisers therefore
welcome papers relating to other countries that are relevant to the issues under consideration.

Send a 300-word abstract of your proposed paper, and your contact details to Henry Allen
and Paul Stott at ueapostgradconference@googlemail.com by 5pm on Wednesday 17
March 2010.

Successful applicants will be notified by the beginning of April and are required to submit their
final papers of 8,000 words by 4 June 2010. Possibilities for publication of presented papers will
be discussed during the conference.

15
www.gpsg.org.uk



