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Beyond “Absorption”:
The Impact of
EU Structural Funds on Greece
(1981-2013)

Athens, 19-20 September 2014

Since 1981, Greece has been a major beneficiary of EU structural funds (ERDF, ESF,
CF and structural support for agriculture). For over 30 years, average EU transfers
ranged from 2.4 to 3.3% of the country’s annual GDP. EU structural aid — around 22
billion euro for 2007-13 — still continues to finance thousands of projects all over the
country in almost every sector of the economy — from the construction of motorways
to the upgrading of human resources. The debate has often focused on the failure of
the Greek government to “absorb” EU funds, instead of questioning their
effectiveness for fostering growth and promoting development. Evaluations of these
projects were usually confined to measuring quantifiable outputs. However, much
less research has focused on the long term, non-economic and indirect impact of the
structural funds. This conference aims at filling this gap.

The Department of Economics and the Department of Political Science and
International Relations of the University of the Peloponnese, the Greek Politics
Specialist Group (GPSG) of the UK’s Political Studies Association (PSA), and the
Hellenic University Association for European Studies (EPEES) welcome papers from
academics and other researchers, decision makers, bureaucrats, consultants and
anyone who has been involved in the design, implementation and evaluation of EU-
funded projects in Greece since its accession into the EC/EU.
Papers should focus on the impact of EU cohesion policy on Greek:

¢ institutions and governance,

e state-society relations,

* macro-economic performance,

e infrastructure,

¢ the private sector, and

e civil society.
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Comparative studies on the experience of other recipient EU member-states are
particularly welcome.

Papers could be comparative, or focus on specific cases (e.g. projects, sectors, regions,
etc) emphasizing either the economic or the under-researched political, social, and
cultural aspects .

All papers should be original and submitted for circulation to conference participants
in advance.

The best papers will be included in a collective volume to be published by an
international academic publisher.

Abstracts should be e-mailed to: seeconference@uop.gr
Deadline for abstract submission: 31/01/2014
Notification of authors: 28/02/2014

Deadline for submission of full papers: 31/08/2014

Conference fee: 100 EUR (it includes the conference pack, coffee breaks and a
reception)
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